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INTRODUCTION. 



AS neceffity and not the defire of Fame is the 
motive for appearing thus early in the lit- 
erary world, this circumftance, mould refcue the 
Author from the implication of prefumption, in 
chufing a fubjed unattempted before. Defeaie is 
fo great an evil and fo much the enemy of Human- 
ity, that Patients would always be averfe from its 
admifuon though aflured good mould arife out of 
it. But as one difeafe has been known to cure 
others, all the Author propofes, is to ihew 
where they have had this effect, and upon what 
principle, one difeafe ever cured another. — 
True principles are the only difederata in me- 
dicine, and it will be found that medicine, as a 
Science, will be progreffive in proportion as true 
principles are eftablifhed. The revolution in the 
mode of prefcribing within a few years is aiton- 
iihing ; formerly a prefcription was valuable in 
proportion to the number of ingredients which en- 
tered into its compofition, now it is fo from the 
paucity ; and probably a phyfician's mind might be 
meafured by his prescriptions, weak if they were 
complex, firong if they were fimple. — 1'his im- 
provement has been accomplished by principles ; 
and fimplicity willfucceed the quakery of medicine 
in proportion as juft ones are acquired. There have 
been phyficians fince the days of the Empencks, 
who havedecried every thinginthepracliceofphyfic, 
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but factandexperience ; waving the proved objecti- 
on "that as many falfe facts, &as much falfe experi- 
ence have been recorded in thehiftory ofphyfic,as 
falfe theories or principles," we infill that the facility 
of acquiring a knowledge of the profeffionby means 
of aprincipleis as eafily acquired as offacts,andif true 
it is impofible ever to forget it, "for truth, accord- 
ing to a celebrated writer cannot be unlearned" — 
No memory can retain all the facts recorded in me- 
dicine; andif itwerepoilible, a man would be a worfe 
Phyfician for it, for there are fo many contradictory 
facts on the fame difeafe,that he could only prefcribe 
by forgetting them all. One juft principle unlocks 
a thoufand facts, explains thole which have a feem- 
ing contradiction, & fo affociates them in the mind, 
that they revive with the moft vivid impreffions, 
whenever we recur to the principle with which 
they were aiTociated. In the old books on materia 
medica, the hiitory of every article of medicine, 
concludes with an appropriate application to fome 
particular affection of the human body; what me- 
mory could retain this ? But fince each article is 
now known to poflefs fome virtue in common with 
others, it is only necelTary to remember the generic 
distinction — Thus Opium is given to eafe pains in 
every cafe, but it does not in every cafe fucceed, 
perhaps not in one half, and where it fails, the dif- 
eafe is aggravated — Admit as a principle that cer- 
tain flates of pain are to be cured by ltimulants, 
and that opium is only preferable to other ltimul- 
ants becaufe of its more univerfal operation, and 
we unlock all the miiteries of this invaluable medi- 
cine which no fact nor falfe experience could explain 
either by the raging archeus of Vanhelmont or the 
Sedative or negative operation of Dr. Cullen. — 
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NDOLENCE, I believe the mod prominent 
. propensity of man, if we trace his character 
from the favage of America, to the profefTors of 
fcience. Is it then to be wondered that Dr. 
Brown's fyftem of medicine ; mould find fo ma- 
ny admirers. The fcience of medicine acquired 
by former fyftems was painful, tedious and oper- 
ofe. But when acquired by fo pleafant, fo light 
and fo fpeculative a fyftem as Dr. Brown's, it is per- 
haps the mod eafy acquirement which can be im- 
pofed upon the human mind ; it is the bufinefs of 
a day, 'tis to remember there is no local difeafe, to 
which the body can be liable. The doctor meant 
this or nothing, when he fays—" Apart is the feat 
of no general difeafe, the whole body is the feat of 
them all, becaufe with the inequality, above re- 
lated; the whole excitability is affected in them 
all" — Dr. Brown, was lead into this error, by an- 
other in its confequences of greater magnitude, — 
" That pleurify, confumption, and feveral other 
difeafes were local. The beauty of truth requires, 
that we reft not under degrees of error fmce it 
is as lovely and as ealily attained in medic'ne as 
in other fciences. If one difeafes even cured an 
other, k can only be explained by onfidering the 
body liable to no general, or universal difeafe." 
The human body, as it Itands formed for the 
emiffion of life is a complicated machine — the com- 
ponent parts have been divided by a late * writer 

* Dr. Rnfli Yellow Fe^er. 
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into nine different fyftems, as they are not gene- 
rally known it will be proper to mention them 

here: They are ift. — The Brain and Nerves, 2d. 

— The Liver Lungs and Alimentary Canal, 3d. — 
The Sanguiferous Syftem, 4th.— The Mufcular, 
5 th. — The Glandular and Lymphatic, 6th. — The 
Cutaneous, 7th.— The Secretory and Excretory 
Organs, 8th.— The Blood, 9th.— The Senfes and 
appetite, all thefe fyftems are to be affected in one 
of two ways, either partially as in difeafe or gene- 
rally as in death. Its partial affection alone, is 
here to be confidered — but previoufly I muft pre- 
mife two propofitions indifpenfably neceffary in this 

differtation. My firft propofition is, that difeafe 

confifts in unequal excitement together with ex- 
cefs or deficiency of Excitability. The reverfe of 
this propofition conftitutes health. In health all 
the fyftems have juft proportions of Excitability 
and excitement — but in difeafe all is dif order ; the 
firft fymptom of which is unequal excitement in 
one or more fyftems, discoverable by uneafy fenfa- 
tionsor pain; I have faid difcoverable by thofe ef- 
fects; for difeafe may occur in the human body 
without either, as in the formation of calculus in 
the liver and bladder, alio, in fchirrhus, and ca- 
fes are recorded in medical writings of fuppurations 
in the liver, without pain or any fymptom to indi- 
cate them. We rife in the morning with a perfect 
equality of excitement if in health, but the mo- 
ment the ftimuli of the day begin to act upon us 
there is a tendency to inequality of excitement, 
which acting til night, leaves our bodies under pre- 
difpofition from the violence of the ftimuli operating 
thro' the day. In the fanguiferous fyftem there is 
an incrcafe of excitement and an abftraction from 
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the mufcular fy demand probably from feveral others. 
The mufcle which could raife five thoufand times 
its own weight in the morning, is pained at every 
motion, and the arterie which at the fame time 
beat 65 or 70 fmall and weak, now beats 80 or 90 
full and drong. 

A continuance of this irregularity would be dif- 
eafe: but as night comes on, all the dimuli are ab- 
ftra&ed except fuch as fupport life, and thus leave 
the excitement to equalize itfelf. " Sleep has been 
called a tendency to death," it might, with more 
propriety be called, a tendency to life. For with- 
out night and deep refulting from it, we mud have 
been formed like Salamanders, or exided as Ephe- 
meras — The wifdom of the Supreme Being, in the 
Government of this world appears in no indance 
more dupendous than in the alternation of night, 
with day. All nature feels its influence, and lives 
but in the change: but as all things are made fub- 
ordinate to man, fo the benefit of night is more 
efpecially intended for him. I have faid that it acts 
as the prevention to phyfical evil, it alfo, prevents the 
CommifTion of moral, with exceptions applicable 
to both: But its principle efficacy confids, in the 
prevention of difeafe. When the irregularity of 
excitement is fo great, that the tranfition to difeafe, 
is a work of a moment: night kindly abdracls all 
dimuli, the arterial fyftem gives off the accumula- 
ted excitement, abdra&ed from others, and by 
the morning leaves all the fydems with jud pro- 
portions of excitement — I have faid the body la- 
bours under predifpofition, to difeafe every right : 
predifpofition, is that date of one or more fydems, in 
which a fmail exciting caufe,brings on difeafe, which 
without this predifpofition, would have hadnoeffecV. 
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when the fanguiferous fyftem labours under irregu- 
lar accumulated excitement, from caufes before 
mentioned, the continuance of thofe caufes, or 
others of a fimilar kind one hour, will produce a 
fever which fhall end in death in a few days; the 
only difference here between the predifpofition and 
the difeafe confifts in this. In predifpofition, how- 
ever accumulated the excitement may be, in a fyf- 
tem, there is dill a tendency in the excitement to 
equalize, when the flimulating caufe is withdrawn. 
But in difeafe, this tendency is loft, though the 
caufe be taken away; in the arterial fyftem a con- 
vulfion takes place, by which the excitement be- 
comes fo infulated (if the expreftion may be allow- 
ed) as not be conducted off, by any of the other 
fyftems, and a permanent, irregularity of excite- 
ment, in other words difeafe, takes place; in this 
light I confider hereditary predifpofition to any dif- 
eafe as confumption, epilepfy, madnefs, gout, ftone, 
and numerous others, to confift in nothing more 
than a difpofition, which the feats of thofe difeafes 
have to accumulate excitement, hence a fmall 
exciting caufe is capable of producing the difeafe 
predifpofed to. That difeafe confifts in unequal 
excitement, appears alfo, from its phenomina, 
when a patient labours under that particular ftate 
of fever denominated pleurify, he is faid by the 
followers of Brown, to have a general difeafe; and 
from the hard tenfe pulfe which attends, a 
difeafe of too much ftrength: l felect this dif- 
eafe, becaufe it has been ufed to exemplify the 
doctrine. But fmce the mufcular fyftem appears 
incapacitated to ail action, how fhall it be explain- 
ed, that the whole Body labours under too much? 
It is impofTible to explain what has no exiftence in 



nature. The proposition leads me to confider, 
pleurify not as a of the whole body-, but as 

a difeafe confined to the arterial fyftem : the proxi- 
matecauieofwhichis an accumulationof excitement, 
in that fyftem, of which the other fyftems have been 
deprived, the mufcular fyftem, in a particular man- 
lier has been deprived of its excitement ; this al- 
ways accumulates the excitability, and in this ftate 
any motion is ftimulus difproportjoned ; but parti- 
cularly the motion of the intercoftal mufcles, in 
refpiration : that the excitement is accumulated 
from the other fyftems, and net from without the 
body, as Brown's doctrine teaches, is apparent from 
the caufe of pleurify: this caufe is long expofure to 
cold, which abftra&s excitement from the whole 
body — It may be urged that, bleeding is the only 
proper remedy in the difeafe ; but bleeding is only 
a general remedy indirectly, it is as much fpecific 
to the arterial fyftem, as the gum fcetida, is to the 
nervous, affecting the other fyftems through the 
arterial, as the fcetida does through the nervous, 
and in proportion as the other fyftems are depen- 
dent upon it ; thus fainting may be occafioned by 
bleeding, becaufe the nervous fyftem is dependent 
upon the arterial, for fuch a degree of tenfion in 
the brain, as will enable it to perform the proper 
vibrations, or motions of life. If a proper reme- 
dy were discovered for pleurify; its operation would 
confift in replacing from the arterial, the excite- 
ment of which the other fyftems had been depri- 
ved; this would give health, becaufe the excitement 
would be equal ; but until fuch a remedy be known, 
bleeding muft be the fubftitute. Bleeding facceds 
by wafting the excitement in the arterial fyftem, 
nearly to an equality with the others, and fo gives 
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the excitement an opportunity to equalize. If the 
fum of excitement in all the fyftems be 50, we will 
fuppofe a permanent accumulation of 5, in any 
one fyftem to constitute difeafe, in the arterial it 
would conftitute fever, but fmce the other fj (lems 
have been deprived of excitement as 5, health 
is reinftated when they are replaced. 1 his I (hallbcre- 
sfter fay is fometimes accomplished by flimuli, yet 
mould they act upon the arterial fyftem^thc excite- 
ment fo far from being equalized, might be increa- 
fed to indirect debility, this I will fuppofe at 60, 
jufl practice, therefore to avoid that danger, re- 
jects the ufe of flimuli; and by a different plan at- 
tempts to waftethe excitement in the arterial, by 
bleeding, and purging, to an equality with the 
other fyftems; neverthelefs, mould the inequality 
continue after the depletion, flimuli may be at- 
tempted with fafety. The excited fyftem in 
this cafe, I fuppofe to be under 50, and though 
indirect debility, might be brought on in the fir it 
inftance, in thefecond, the excitement would on- 
ly be raifed to 50, the point of health. As the 
other fyftems are frequently brought up to the exci- 
ted fyftem in this way, it is fafe, but in the firft 
it is improper, in as much as indirect debility ought 
always to be avoided. Patients 'tis true have re- 
covered of indirectdebility, in the Yellow Fever, 
under the ftimulating treatment, becaufe the 
debility is fo fudden, as eafily tobe equalized. The 
fyftem being infenfible during the time to flimuli: 
but indirect debility, brought en in other difeafes, 
is more dangerous, as disorganization, by effufion 
of water, or blood, is the confequence. — The phe- 
nomma ot Rheumatifm, mew the fame inequality 
of excitement. In this difeafe, as in Pleurify, there 
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is an accumulation of excitement in the arterial 
fyftem, an abftra&ion from the mufcular, leaving 
the latter too deficient to perform its offices ; the 
intention in both, is to equalize the excitement, 
and the method of treatment the fame : In convul- 
iions, the excitement is accumulated in the muf- 
cular fyftem, and abftrafted from the arterial and 
other fyflems, this inequality appears in the pulie, 
which is flow and weaker than in health, however 
as fever fometimes occurs, it mews the arterial par- 
ticipates in the accumulation: this ought to be no- 
ticed, for whenever it occurs bleeding is more pro- 
per, it increafes the determination to the arterial, 
where the accumulation is much more fafe, than 
the mufcular. This is fo finking, that the arterial 
fyftem feems to be the grand Magazine of excite- 
ment, in which all the fuperfluous excitement is de- 
pofited and from whence it is carried out of the body 
by means of the excretions, or remains to fupply 
the wants of the other fyflems. This obtains very 
remarkably in confumption, the excitement is ac- 
cumulated in the arteries and from thence conduct- 
ed off fo perfectly that none of the fyflems appear 
to be affected for fome time : Debility attends, but 
as the excitement is nearly equal from the fuperflu- 
ous quantity discharged every night; the only in- 
convenience which the patient appears to fuller is 
in bulk ; that this is really the cafe may be infer- 
ed from the different effect which metaflafis of 
the excitement from the lungs to the head has up- 
on the body; when accumulated in this inflance it 
cannot be evacuated, and the body labours under 
great inconvenience. The above confideraiion 
of the Phenomina of difeafes, I think prove, 
that they depend upon unequal excitement. This 
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will appear more clearly in the confideration of 
the proximate caufe of difeafes : But as the metaf- 
tafes of difeafe has been mentioned, it may be pro- 
per to confider them in this place. 
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While the Phenomina of all difeafes, were 
explained by Phyficians, upon the morbific theory, 
great difficulties arofe in the confideration of metaf- 
tafis ■; it was eafy to conceive, upon their theory that 
morbific matter repelled from a fore leg, might 
produce a confumption, becaufe here the matter 
had been the object of their fenfes, and whenever 
difeafe was the effect of repulfion of any eruption 
from the furface of the body, they attributed it, to a 
metaftafis of the fpecific matter. In repelled Small- 
Pox, and Mealies ; it appeared to them felfevi- 
dent that the matter was tranflated from the 
furface or cuntaneous fyftem to fome internal 

part. But when they came to confider the 

fudden tranflations or metaftafis in the Gout their 
theory mult have failed. It was difficult to con- 
ceive that matter, in their acceptation of the 
word, could pafs with the velocity of light, from 
one great toe \o the other, and as fuddenly 
return, yet this occurs in gout a difeafe ac- 
cording to their theory depending upon morbific 
matter — In Pleurify the pain paffes from the fide 
to the breaft and from one fide to the other, in an 
inftant of time. — But how this mould be matter, is 
not eafy to conceive. The Aura Epileptica muft 
have excited aftoniihnient but never could excite 
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an explanation upon the morbific theory.— I fhall 
confider metaftafis as nothing more than excitement 
unequal or out of place, not differing in any one 
refped from that excitement which in proper place 
compofes the health of the body. I may be afked; 
do not difeafes proceed from accrimonious eruptions 
repeled from the furface ? and are not thofe erup- 
tions admitted to depend upon accrimony? to this 
I anfwer, that internal difeafes certainly, have ori- 
ginated from repeled eruptions, yet as I deny any 
fpecific accrimony exifls even in the eruptions I 
fhall certainly deny it in the internal difeafes ; when 
the morbific theory of fever was expelled the fchools 
as untrue, a privifo was anexed, by which it was 
to be admitted in fome cafes. It was granted that 
fever from the fenfible qualities of the air did not 
originate in morbific matter, but it was maintained 
that fever from fpecific contagion certainly did, . 
and they inftanced fmall-pox, where thematter con- 
veyed into the fyflem, was the objeft of our fenfes. 
Admitting the matter of contagion to be conveyed 
into the fyflem, and thereto produce fever, let 
us fee how far this may be juflly explained upon 
different principles ; every thing 'which affects the 
human body mufl do it by one of two operations ; 
as flimulant, or fedative, if this be admited which 
cannot be denied medicine and food are fimilar, 
differing only in the degrees of their operation ; all 
medicine is flimulant, or fedative ; fo is whatever 
produces difeafe in the body ; as therefore whatever 
ftimulates the body produces excitement, fo when- 
ever the excitement is increafed to difeafe the caufe 
is flimulus applied, now whither the flimulus 
refided in the variolus morbillous, or any other 
matter the excitement is the fame, differing 
only in degree and fpecific operations. But a 

G 
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fpecific operation is equally difcoverable, in thofc 
ftimuli denominated food, as in thofe called 
medicine ; Afparagus, parfely, the alliaceas, muf- 
tard, and many other articles of diet have a fpecific 
operation upon the glandular fyftem, orkidnieys, 
Squills, Digittalis, Cantharides, have the fame ; 
If it were neceffary to continue the parallel all the 
medicine now difcovered might be aduced; but the 
analogy of quality appears ftrongin this, that arti- 
cles of diet are alternately medicine and food ; 
Figgs, Pruins, Muftard and many others, are ufed 
either as food or medicine. Milk fo general an 
article of diet, is to fome perfons equally purgative 
with Calomel, and from its having that effect in dif- 
charging the meconium of Infants, 'tis probably 
a property, it has in common with other purgatives. 
It is not an objection that the fame effect does not 
continue; themoft violent purgatives require, to be 
increafed if the fame effects are wifhed ; the pow- 
er of habit, in wafting the excitability by the ap- 
operation of any ftimulant. is evident in the ufe of 
Tobacco, and opium. Inftances are not wanting 
to fhew that the ftimulus of food, has produced 
the fame fpecific operation upon the body, that it 
feels from contagion ; — * A dinner of the Dolphin 
fiffi, gave the Sailors who confumed it a fever and 
an eflorefcence over the whole body ; — f A diet of 
Bullocks liver, caufed the mofl infupportable af- 
fection of the cutaneous fyftem in perfons who liv- 
ed upon it. From what has been faid we may fairly 
conclude no fuch. thing as accrimony, or morbific 
matter, different from ftimuli, as above explained ; 
ever exifted in the human body ; and that however 
different and numerous difeafes may have been con- 
(idered, there is but one difeafe in the workL 

*Dr. Ruihes Lectures. t Medical Tranfadions. ' 
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This I define to be irregular excitement, and flrange 
as it may found, I believe it true, and fo confonant 
to juft reafoning that an inveftigation of difeafe, 
upon this principle, would leave the mind more fa- 
tisfied than upon any other. 
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My fecond Propofton is, that all Pain wherever folia- 
ted in the Human Body, has for its caufe excefs of 
Excitement, 

I am fenfible this propofition is contrary to re- 
ceived opinion, which makes pain depend upon 
excefs and deficiency of excitement ; and would 
have avoided it, in order to avoid the ap- 
pearance of Angularity, yet it is fo much an ap- 
pendage of the firfl propofition, that it may be con- 
fidered a farther explanation of it. I have alfo the 
opinion of the great Dr. Heartley,in its favour. On 
the fubjecr. of pleafure and pain, he fays " that the 
moil vigorous of our fenfations are termed fenfible 
pleafures and pains ; the doctrine of vibrations feems 
to require, that each pain mould differ from the 
correiponding, and oppofite pleafure, not in kind 
but in degree only, that is, pain mould be nothing 
but pleafure carried beyond a due limit" " thus 
an agreeable warmth may be made to pafs into a 
troublefome, or burning heat, by increaie, or con- 
tinuance, and the fame holds with refpect to friction 
light and founds" — If pain does not depend upon 
excefs of excitement always; it originates from de- 
ficiency — but if the firfl, be admitted, and I fhew a 
fallacy in the fecond, the propofition will be proved. 



( 20 ) 

Pain from fthenic difeafe is faid to originate in ex- 
ceffive excitement, and in proof tis faid the appli- 
cation of all ftimuli increafe it. Yet as there are 
cafes of pain feated in the fame fyflems, which are 
relieved by ftimuli, 'tis fuppofed the caufe mud be 
different. — In fpafmodic cholic, fo called, the 
pain is cured by fpirit, fpices, effential oils, aether, 
and laudanum, which fay they, mutt give an ad- 
dition of excitement, to the fyftem. This cer- 
tainly is plaufible at firft appearance, but is re- 
foivable into this : In the pain arifing from dif- 
eafes of excefhve aclion, the inequality of excite- 
ment is as 55, now every attempt to raife the difi- 
cient fyflems up to 55, would in danger frefh accu- 
mulation in the affe&ed part, the cure therefore (as 
before laid down) would confifl in wafting the ex- 
citement below 50, after which the pain is relieved by 
ftimuli. The accumulation then though irregular is 
below 50, and as it is eafier to bring the fyftems up 
to 50, than to reduce the accumulated fyftem lower, 
ftimuli are molt proper. No pain can occur, but 
under one of thefe circumftances; either there is 
an accumulation of excitement above 50, or an ac- 
cumulation below it; neither is it difficult to con- 
ceive the fame effect in both cafes. To equalize the 
excitement in the firft inftance depletion is necelfary 
in the fecond ftimuli, both however have their excep- 
tions; it is known that the ftimulus of hot drink, 
the pedeluvium, and a hot bed will cure a plurify, 
not long formed. This does not always fucceed, 
nor does the application of ftimuli always relieve 
pain, though the fyftem be below 50 ; for if the 
ftimuli acl: upon the accumulated fyftem, it may 
be foon carried above 50, and require bleeding ; 
this is often witneffed in cholics. Is it poflible to 
conceive that in one hour, without any fenftble aU 
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teration in the pain, it mould proceed from defici- 
ency of excitement in the next from excefs. Dr. 
Rufh, lately taught that nervous fever, was cured 
by bleeding after the 2 ill. day; here the excitement 
was fo accumulated in the arterial fyftem, though 
confiderably below 50, that nothing but wafting 
a part could ever equalize it. The tremors in levers 
which precede fubfultus tendinum, and convulfion, 
he has alio dilcovered, may be cured by dipletion, 
to the great benefit of mankind ; yet how much 
bark, how many volatile mulk bolufles, what deluges 
of wine, have not thefe fymptomsin fever confumed. 
This fymptom like pain, has been attributed to de- 
ficiency of excitement, and the cure attempted al- 
ways by' thofe things, which fhould give excite- 
ment to thofe parts. There can not be a doubt, 
that tremors have in numerous inftances been cured 
by ftimulants ■> but it has been upon the principle 
above laid down, and the practice can only bejufl, 
as that is refered to. A principle mud be juft, which 
embraces every phenomenon of the fubj eel, upon 
which it is founded, this is eminently true of the 
propofiticn under confederation, fince all painhow- 
everdifterent inappearance,is refolvableintoit. Does 
pain from inflammatory cholic, depend upon ex- 
cefs of excitement? So does pain from nervous 
cholic. Does pain arife from wound in the foot ? 
So it does from gout. Does inflammation of the fto- 
mach caufe pain ? So does retrocedent gout. Is pain 
from inflammation of the kidnies, owing toexceilive 
excitement ? The fame is feen in mifplaced gout ; 
yet the cure is different. In the firfl, the cure con- 
lifts in wafting the excitement, in the fecond ex- 
citement is added. " Truth it is faid refts behind, 
firft appearances"— In no cafe is the obfervation 
more juft than in the prefent. Phyficians conclude j 
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pain depends upon two ftates of action, merely 
from the different effects of the fame medicine, at 
different times : this is certainly the firft appear- 
ance, but truth refts behind it. I know it is faid, 
that when flimuli fucceed, the body labours under 
debility, but this is a vague term: the body is in a 
ftate of dibility, whenever it is affected by ftiinuli, 
difproportioned to excitability ! It is the predifpo- 
fing caufe of all difeafe, exifts equally, in the moll 
acute cafes of fthenic difeafe, as in the purely, ner- 
vous, or fpafmodic, and applies with equal pro- 
priety to cafes of wounds, as to the chorea St. Viti. 
But are not inftances of pain, from tetanus, and 
cold, exceptions pointed to the proportion? They 
are not. Tetanus originates from two caufes, the 
alternation of heat and cold, or fome particular ir- 
ritation of the nervous fyltem. W hen expofure 
to cold night air, in tropical climates is the caufe : 
we fhall find the patient had been in health, and 
under circumftances where dibility is leaft expected, 
how then can the excitement, refulting from the 
famulus of heat, fo fuddenly be wafted, as to fub- 
-jedr. the body to difeafe of too little excitement in a 
few hours ? When the body is expofed to the cold 
in this paffive ftate, the excitement is thrown into 
thofe fy Items which were deprived of it. Themufcu- 
lar,is perhaps mod deprived ofexcitement, it will re- 
quire mod therefore to equalize it: If the loft excite- 
ment could be reftored gradually to the mufcles, 
health would be the confequence, but as the cold^ 
Tfas added to the debility, the excitement rufhes vio- 
lently to that fyftem, and becomes locked in fpa- 
fin; that this is really the cafe appears from lefs 
determination, producing rheumatifm fever, &c. 
whereas were it different, under the fame expo- 
fure, but one difeafe could ever occur. Pra&ice 
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has led to this error ; becaufe pain in the firft, is 
relieved by ftimuli, and in the fecond, by depletion, 
phyficians concluded pain to depend upon a differ- 
ent action in each. The fecond caufe of tetanus is irri- 
tation, now irritation of either of the other fyftems 
produces increafe of excitement and pain ? Irrita- 
tion of the bladder, occafions fever, and great 
pain; fo does irritation of the brain, give rii'e to 
fever, and convulfions. If it produce excitement 
in orhers, why mall it be denied to the mufcular ?* 
The fame occurs in fever, from irritation of the ner- 
vous fyftern. Probably it depends upon fympathy, 
fince all fympathy, appears refolvable into irregular 
determination of excitement. I come in the lafl 
place, to confider pain from cold : The explanati- 
on of cold, with refpect to the effects it has on the 
body, has been until of late unintelligible, and it 
is even now difficult to explain the pain, refulting 
from its application, confonant to my proportion. 
If cold acled bv ftimulating, as fome think, the ex- 
planation would be eafy, for whatever flimulates 
produces excitement, proportioned to the im- 
preffion ; but cold is the abfence of heat, which 
being pofitive, the abfence of it is negative, or 
thus, if life depends upon heat, the abfence of all 
heat would be death, or cold. Debility may be 
confidered as the prime conductor of excitement, 
if the body was in an equilibrium, it would only 
continue fo while there was no partial debility ; 
but as cold gives this debility, the equilibrium is de- 
flroyed by its application, and the excitement ruffl- 
es to maintain its equality, to the dibilitated part; 
.this is accomplifhed in an inftant of time, for the 

* It is no objection, that the irritation exifts in the ner- 
vous fyftern, and the accumulation is i the mufcular. 
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moment apart is abitra&ed by the cold, it is fuc- 
ceeded by frefh excitement, the change of which 
gives pain. This is illuftrated a by fact of univer- 
fal obfervation, that the face becomes more red 
from expofureto cold, than to heat, and explains 
the univerfal rednefs, which appeared over the bo- 
dy of the man, who expofed himfelf naked in the 
mow, -I- viz. that the dibility over the whole fur- 
face, occafioned a greater determination of excite- 
ment to it, than under any other circumftances. 
The Phenomenon of death, from cold is refolvable 
into the fame principle, when the cold has fo far 
wafted the excitement, that the tendency to equa- 
lize itfelf, is deftroyed, no more pain is perceived, 
and a ftrong tendency to fleep fucceeds, which 
ends in death. Should it be faid, the lofs of fenfa- 
tion, prevents the perception of pain — I anfwer, 
that while life continues, there is fenfation, and 
that the pain vanifhes long before life. Upon the 
principle juft laid down, I am of opinion, the ef- 
fects of cold bath, in curing intermittents, and dif- 
eafes depending upon dibility, may better be ex- 
plained, than upon any other. All periodical dif- 
eafes appear to depend upon accumulation of ex- 
citement ; in quartan, and tertian fevers, the ope- 
ration of ftimuli, accumulates fo much excitement 
in the arterial fyftem, that in a given time fever, 
as before defcribed, is produced : This however is 
of fliort continuance, and ends when the fuperabun- 
dant excitement is thrown ofFby fweat. The recur- 
rence of the fit happens, when the fame quantity of 
excitement is again collected ; which is moil likely 
to occur, in a given time; the fame happens in 
all periodical difeafes.— There was lately a cafe 

+. Dr. Wiftar's Ledures. 
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of madnefs, in the Pennfylvania Ho/pit at, which 
recurred in the form of a tertian fever, and which is 
only different from a tertian, in accumulating the 
excitement in the brain, rather than the arterial 
fyftem. Periodical hemorrhagies, are from the 
fame caufe : whenever therefore, the cold bath is 
of advantage, it is by creating fuch dibility in the 
cutaneous fyftem, as induces the excitement, which 
was accumulating in the arterial fyftem, to rufli 
into the cutaneous, where we {hall hereafter fay, 
an accumulation may exift, with little detriment 
to the body. As long as the excitement continues 
in the cutaneous fyftem, the paroxyfm is preven- 
ted ; but as this cannot be done always, the reme- 
dy frequently fails. 

I fhould in the next place proceed to confider 
the cure of one difeafe by another ; but as the 
words, excitability and excitement frequently and 
unavoidably occur, it is neceffary to explain what 
is meant by the terms. By excitability, I mean 
that property which diftinguifhes living from dead 
matter, it is that upon which ftimuli act to pro- 
duce life, and this, as is taught in our univerfity by 
the profeffor of inftitutes, is nothing more than an 
effett. Excitement is the refult of ftimuli a&ing 
upon excitability j this it is true comprehends the 
definition of life ; and probably excitement is no- 
thing more than life. However it is a fubjea, on 
which much is to be learned ; but the time will 
come when the Pyrrhonift himfelf fhall acknowl- 
edge its identity. Excitement appears convertible 
into excitability, thus the femen mafculinum 
throws the accelerators into convulfion when much 
excitement is determined to them ; but when they 
are not excited the femen paffes unnoticed. This 
alfo occurs in nervous fever, an.d will explain 

D 
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Dr. Wood's doubts with refpecl: to the propriety 
of powerful flimuli in that difeafe. The converfi- 
on of excitement into excitability, appears farther 
in injuries of bones and ligaments, which have little 
excitability in health, but in difeafes become ex- 
quiutely fenfible. Dr. Brown fays that where the 
body is debiliated, the excitability is increafed and 
vice verfa. This propofition is applicable to thofe 
irregularities generally eftimated within the boun- 
daries of health, as in drunkenefs &c. but does not 
apply to difeafes ; thus, in an inflammation of th« 
jftomach, the excitability is fo great that the ad- 
miffion of one drop of wine gives more pain than 
a bottle in health ; the fame applies to all inflam- 
matory difeafes ; in nervous fevers the excitement 
is wailed and the excitability alfo, as appears from 
tile application of blifters giving no pain and from 
the great quantity of flimuli neceffary to refuflitatc 
departing life. 



SECTION IV. 

DISEASES CURB OTHBRS, 

This will appear more confpicuous by confide ring.-— 
\Ji. How far the prefence of one difeaje in the bo- 
dy, prevents the admijfion of others. — id. What 
difeafes have cured others, and upon what princi- 
ple. — $d. The application to practice. 

And firfl, one difeafe preventive of others, 
in proportion as it is general in the fyflem. No 
difeafe can be univerfal in the body, from what 
has been faid ; but as fome fyftems are more gen- 
eral than others, whenever a difeafe is fituated ia 
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©ne of them, it more certainly prevents the ad- 
miflion of others. It is from this caufe that fever 
is the greateft preventive of other difeafes ; mad- 
mefs perhaps excepted — Fever has its feat in the 
arterial fyftem, which muft be acknowledged the 
moil; general. It confifts in an increafed excite- 
ment of that fyftem, and may exift independent of 
any other affection, as in confumption without ulcer, 
- . and in gout placed in the arterial fyftem ; all vic- 
y . lent contagious difeafes as plague, yellow fever, 
. fmall-pox, mealies, &c. have their feats in this 
fyftem ; other fyftems become affected, as the glan- 
dular in the plague, the liver in the yellow fever, 
and the cutaneous fyftem in the fmall-pox; but 
the primary affection is in the arteiial. Thefe 
difeafes originate from the ftimuli of contagions 
which only differ from other ftimuli in their 
fpecific determination. Now although, con- 
tagion as a ftimulant may afFecl: the fyftem, al- 
ready under the impreflion of another, and in- 
crease the excitement; yet no fpecific effects are 
to be feen except thofe of the firft contagion ; 
from which it would appear that the arterial fyf- 
tem muft be free from any fpecific operation, before 
the effects of any other is to be feen ; and to this 
the power of fever, in the prevention of difeafes 
may be attributed. It is no objection to this, cc that 
powerful epidemics chace away all other difeafes, 
or force them to wear its livery ," whenever the vio- 
lence of the caufe is fo great as in epidemics, it fuf- 
pends the action of all the fyftems, and when they 
begin again to act whatever ftimulus is ftrongeft, 
agreeably a to law of the animal ceconomy, will be 
alone perceived. Thus if tobacco, and cayene 
pepper, be put into the mouth at the fame time, 
the tobacco will not be perceived. This vietf- 
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of fever will explain, why inoculation fometimes 
fails, becaufe the patient laboured under fever with- 
out its being known; a remarkable fact, of this kind 
occured in the practice of Dr. Thomas of Maryland, 
my worthy preceptor in medicine, he inoculated a 
whole family for the fmall-pox, who did not fick- 
en till the 21ft, day ; as perfons inoculated with the 
fame kind of matter had it at the ufual time, I am 
induced to fuppofe they laboured under fever with- 
out its being noticed. It was from this caufe pro- 
bably, hard drinkers who were conftantly intoxi- 
cated, efcaped the yellow-fever in 1 793 — they were 
conftantly under fever from the diffufible ftimulus 
of rum. I am led in this place to notice the questi- 
on, whether the body can labour under two dif- 
eafes at the fame time. 

The difputants in this as in many other queftions 
long maintained without convi&ion, have been in 
turn both right, and both wrong. The human 
body may as certainly labour under two difeafes at 
the fame time, as there certainly are different fy Items, 
compofmg that body. It may labour under fever, 
leprofy, fcrofula and lues, at the Tame time, the 
fame may be faid, of itch, tinea, capitis, and all 
the cutaneous difeafes, which may exiit with or 
without fever at the fame time. — But they exift in 
this combination only as peculiar to different fyf- 
tems; for I would as foon fuppofe the body exempt 
from all difeafes, as fuppofe any one fyftem could 
have two different difeafes at the fame time, or in 
other words fuppofe the fmall-pox, and meafles, 
could both exift together ; this is clearly exempli- 
fied in the facl; related by Dr. Hunter : He fays 
that in a cafe which he had inoculated for the 
fmall-pox, the meafles entirely fufpended it, until 
the meafles had left the body, when the fmall-pox 
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appeared — the contagionof the meafles had begun 
to act previous to the introduction of the fmall-pox 
and had taken fuch exclufive hold on the arterial 
fyflem that the variolus. lay dormant, until the 
morbillous had worn itfelf out. 

Madnefs particularly prevents other difeafee. 
Perhaps the body is lead difpofed to difeafe, when 
it has lead excitability. — One of the firft fymptoms 
of madnefs is a morbid infenfibility to the action 
of all ftiinuli madmen, bear equally the extremes of 
heat and cold, and are fcarcely moved by mechani- 
cal ftimuli : — Since then it is the action of ilimuli, 
which give rife to difeafe, the body may be faid to 
be in the bed date of prevention when it is in a 
date of madnefs ; and accordingly, we find that lu- 
natics are exempt from all other difeafe, and fome- 
times live to a great age : madnefs however does not 
univerfally prevent difeafe. *Threeof the^maniacs 
in the Pennfyhania Ho/pit al, had the influenza in 
1789, and they are fometimes affected with difeafes 
from the alternation of heat and cold. Thefe facts 
however do not leffen the power of madnefs, in 
preventing difeafe, for as many lunatics have lucid 
intervals, fo 'tis highly probable thefe difeafes are 
taken in one of them. The haemorrhoids have long 
been confidered as preventive of other difeafes ; 
the followers of Boerhaave taught this, and lo 
great was their confidence in it, that the patient, 
who once had it was obliged to bear a loathfome 
difeafe, the reft of his life, becaufe it was thought to 
be a drain for morbilic matter. But it may more 
juftly be explained upon the principles eftablifhed, 
that the evacuation leffens the excitement, which, 
by accumulating, gives rife to difeafe. 

* Dr. Rufh's Inquiries, and cbfervations, vol. 2. 
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Setons and iffues, like the haemorrhoids, prevent 
difeafe. Dr. Hodges affords in himfeif" a ftrong 
proof of their advantage ; the Dr. fays he had one 
in his leg all the time the plague raged in London, 
and to that caufe he attributes his efcape from its 
deadly ravages. Whenever his fyitem became fur- 
charged with contagion, the feton inflamed and 
difcharged more considerably. The gout is efteem- 
ed preventive of other difeafes, and this becomes 
a fource of comfort to the Podagric. Dr. Hilleary, 
in his difeafes of Barbadoes, fays a miliary erup- 
tion often prevented the yellow fever. 

Thefe fads are fufficient to eftablifh the pofition, 
that one difeafe prevents another, any further enu- 
meration of fads will therefore be unneccflary. 



SECTION V. 

id. WHAT DISEASES HAVE CURED OTHERS, &C. 

Solitary facts, of the cure of one difeafe by an- 
other, are to be found difperfed in moil medical 
writings; but they are fo unconnected with any 
principle, as to appear niched in, merely to in- 
'creafe the book. r l he firft fact of this kind, per- 
haps was noticed by Hippocrates, who in his firft 
book upon Epidemicks, fays. " The quartan fever 
is not accompanied with much danger, that it is ea- 
fy to cure, and that it even cures feveral confidera- 
ble difeafes, as apoplexy, &c. If the fever (he 
adds) does not fupervene, the Patient dies on the 
7th. day." Again he lays, " if a man iofes the pov/er 
of fpeech, when intoxicated, he recovers imniedi- 
lately upon the appearance of fever." Ivlonfieur 
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De la Hire was fubjed to palpitations of the heart 
the caufe of which was unknown, but after refitt- 
ing every remedy, it was cured by a quartan fe- 
ver. A member of Congrefs, from the ftate of 
Georgia, informed me, his wife's mother was cured 
of infanity, by breaking her arm, and has conti- 
nued perfectly well ever fmce. Similar to this 
was the pradice of Dr. Difportes of St. Domingo, 
who cured his patients of the yellow fever by large 
wounds in their legs.* The wife of a Britifh officer 
had long been fubjecr, to the head ach ; after her 
firft child (he became infane, and continued fo till 
her head ach returned, which reftored her to rea- 
fon.f Willis, relates the cafe of a girl, who was 
fubjeft to epilepfy, who in one of her fits, fell in- 
to the fire, and burned her face and head very- 
much, but as long as the ulcers kept open, (he was 
free from the difeafe : Hollereus, furnifhes us with 
a fimilar example. A girl had from her infancy 
a fore on her head, it was fuddenly healed, and 
/he became epileptic, a variety of medicine was at- 
tempted without any effect, when fhe was cured 
by bringing back the difcharge, by an application 
of beet leaves. Dr. Mead, relates a cafe of epilep- 
fy, which occured at the fame period with the 
tides, and was cured by an ulcer on the head, the 
confequence of a biifter. — {Fatuity in a child was 
cured by a large burn, and an idiot thirty five 
years of age became rational when labouring un- 
der a confuniption. — § Dean Swift was cured of 
hufdnefs while he had an abfcefs in his eye. |j An 
obftinate ulcer on the fide was cured upon an at- 
tack of hemiplegia. Many chronic difeafes have 

* D : .eatrreg. 

t P ■ y Dr. Johnfbn's Life, of S*/Lfo 

\ O '■' • \?r f obfsrvations an the fturnach. 
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been cured by pleurify — It has cured diarhcea in 
a gentleman of this city. A patient who came to 
Philadelphia with confumption in order to prepare 
for a fea voyage which had been prefcribed by his 
phyficians, was cured by a pleurify. — A fnnilar 
cafe occurredi n the hofpital in Jan. 1794 : James 
Young was admitted for confumption, and bled 
three times ; foon after, he was feized with pleuri- 
fy, Dr. Rulh, the attending phyfician, had him bled 
eleven times in fix days, which cured him of both 
complaints. It may be faid the bleeding cured him, 
but unlefs the difeafe had afiumed the form of pleu- 
rify, bleeding might not have been fubmitted to, 
though equally proper in the firft as the fecond 
difeafe. Rheumatifm cured confumption, in three 
cafes in the hofpital* the fame difeafe has alfo been 
cured by hydrocephalus internus, and from a fi- 
milar caufe — the bread is relieved in that difeafe, 
whenever the pain is tranflated to thehead.f Mad- 
ncfs has cured confumption, fo it has dropfy. In 
this place may be noticed the efFe£t which preg- 
nancy has in difeafes ; a maniac in the bettering 
houfe of this city was perfectly cured of her infa- 
nity while fhe was pregnant, but relapfed into her 
former ftate foon after delivery. Though preg- 
nancy is not efteemed a difeafe, yet it can not be 
denied that the excitement is collected in a parti- 
cular manner in the region of the uterus ; what- 
ever does this caufes difeafe, which is an accumu- 
lation in other parts. Cutaneous difeafes have been 
more particularly noticed, as curing others. — 
Cleghorn, in his difeafes of Minorca, fays, it hap- 
pened in feven or eight patients, that an erifipelas 
appearing on the inferior extremities cured the 
fever, others were cured by a phlegmon. When- 

* Dr. Ruth's Inquiries, and obfervations, vol, 2. 
t Dr. Mead. 
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ever the plague is cured fpontaneously, it is by 
means of phlegmons. Dr. Rufh, had a patient 
the laft fummer, 60 years of age, who recovered 
from his fever, as foon as an erifipelas appeared on 
his leg, this patient informed me,that this had been 
the termination of every fever he ever had. Puf- 
tulary eruptions, and blotches frequently relieve 
the pulmonary fever.* The fame author obferves, 
when the pufttries broke out at the (late of the 
difeafe, it relieved the patient, and ended in a des- 
quamation of the fcarf fkin, this defquamation U 
abfervable in all difeafes which have a fpecific de- 
termination to the (kin, as fmall pox, meafles, &c. 
The excitement, in this infeance, is thrown upon 
the cutaneous fyftem, and frees the arterial. When 
critical eruptions break out in madnefs, they give 
inftant relief. Inoculation for the itch cured the 
epilepfy. A very remarkable cafe of the fame 
kind is mentioned by Dr. Zimmerman, in his ex- 
perience in phyfic A gentleman, fixty years of age, 
had long laboured under fpafmodic affections, and 
particularly of that ftricture in the organs of refpi- 
ration and intermiffion of the pulfe attendant on 
angina pectoris ; an herpetic eruption about the a- 
nus relieved him perfectly j the fame kind of e- 
ruption relieved a patient who had been afflicted 
with vertigo and aura epileptica with a ftrong ten- 
dency to apoplexy. A worthy friend of mine 
about fixty, whofe conftitution was much injured 
by frequent attacks of gout, was freed from them 
by a pruritus around the anus ; but the removal 
of it by ftrong applications of lead, contrary to my 
advice, deftroyed him in a few days.f A coach- 

* Huxham, of Epidemics, page 58. vol. 1. 
+ Dr. JLettfom Medical Memoirs. 
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man in this city was feized with headach, which 
incapacitated him from any employment, he faid 
the jolting of the carriage gave him a fenfation as 
if his brain was loofe and making in his head ; af- 
ter this fenfation had continued fome time, he be- 
came perfectly deaf; but was relieved from thofe 
complaints by an eruption which broke out over 
his head — he wifhed to be cured of the eruption ; 
but Dr. Rufh advifes him to bear the prefent incon- 
venience. Dr. Woodhoufe informed me, he had 
a patient laft fall with the intermittent fever which 
refifted every medicine that could be devifed, who 
was cured by the hyfleria. Great pain in the pe- 
nis was cured by a gonorhaea virulenta after eve- 
ry medicine had failed and after Dr. Hunter had 
pronounced it incurable.* Blenorrhagia is alfo 
cured by the fame difeafe. Strangury is of great 
advantage in the cure of other difeafes. A phyfi- 
cian in Maryland informed Dr. Rufh he never 
loft a patient in pleurify where he could produce 
ftrangury ; and the doctor adds in his lectures that 
he did not recoiled ever to have loft a patient in 
fever of any kind, where bliflers brought on that 
painful fenfation. Jofeph Grofo, a Weft Indian, 
was cured fuddenly of violent pneumonia, which 
had continued fome time, by a ftrangury. Dr. 
Lettfom, in the medical memoirs mentions, 
a remedy for chin cough, which cured by 
caufing ftrangury — The excellency of blifters, in 
the cure of difeafes, has ftamped fuch a value upon 
them, that they will never perhaps be forgotten in 
the practice of phyfic. Yet phyficians are not de- 
termined upon their principle of action. One phy- 

* James Burnet, furgeon, Medical memoirs. 
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fician applies them in all cafes of pain, becaufe 
pain is frequently deftroyed by their application. 
A fecond prefcribes them as antifpafmodics, and 
mould they aggravate the difeafe, which not un- 
frequently happens, their failure is attributed to 
to the violence of the difeafe. A third confiders 
them as flimulant and will only prefcribe them in 
aflhenic difeafes. Bliflers appear to me univerfal- 
ly flimulant and the difference of effect at dif- 
ferent times, muft be afcribed to different ftates. 
of Excitement, in the fytem. Perhaps medicine 
might be defined to confifl in thofe things which 
produce difeafe when applied to the healthy body. 
This definition fiddly applies to Bliflers, which 
produce general and local difeafe applied to a 
body in health, but which give health to the 
fame body when difeafed. The fome obfervation 
applies to the falivary difeafe which we mail next 
confider, and pofpone the explanation of Bliflers 
to an other place. Mercury has been called very 
emphatically, the Sampfon of the materia medica ;* 
the praife is juft ; for the phyfician who can ma- 
nage it, has a weapon with which he can deflroy 
a hoft of difeafes either of which, without mer- 
cury could deflroy him. But its chief virtue de- 
pends upon producing the falivary difeafe. Sali- 
vation by mercury, probably originated in acci- 
dent, and the good effect no doubt induced phy- 
ficians to imitate it. From the knowledge now 
to be obtained, it appears to have been firit regu- 
larly applied to the cure of lues. The fuccefs 
which attended its ufe, mull have given to the dif- 
coverer a pleafure almofl as fublime as were the 
felings of the phyfician who firft difcovered that 
purging and bleeding could cure the yellow fever. 
For its ravages were not lefs great. Nor can we 
* Dr. Rlh's Lcaures. 
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fuppofe that fo valuable a remedy would foon go 
into difufe, and accordingly we find falivation 
was long eftecmed the only cure of lues. But 
probably the morbific theory kept it in ufe, for it 
was confonant with, their ideas, to eueem a me- 
dicine which evacuated the venereal matter. Ac- 
cident which fir.ft difcovered the remedy, in time 
convinced phyficians falivation was unneceffary. 
Tis now fufficient to the cure that fo much mer- 
cury be introduced into the body as mall by its fti- 
mulus throw the excitement from the lymphatic and 
glandular, into all the fyfteirjs. I may be afked why 
if mercury cures lues by its ftimulant quality, 
do not other ftimuli cure it ? I anfwer they 
do,! as Opium and G. Guaacum ; the firfl of 
which a&s, only by equalizing the excite- 
ment. Though falivation is improper in lues, it is 
the Dei donum in other difeafes. Chronic rheuma- 
tifm which fo frequently baffles other remedies, 
yields to the falivary difeafe. Lord Chenerville 
was cured of it by accidental falivation. 

How happy mud that pyhfician be who difcovers 
a remedy for paralitic extremities, hemiplegia 
epilepfy and madnefs, after frequently failing 
with the ufual remedies. This remedy he will 
I think find in the falrvary difeafe. The wife of 
Mr. John Kail of this city was cured of madnefs by 
falivation, under Dr. Rufh's care after it had 
continued with different Hates of violence five 
years. She is now well and has lately brought him 
an heirefs. Gout however protceform fubrnits to 
this remedy. 1 Buchannan was admited in the 
P. Hoipital laii winter, with the gout ; after 
taking mercury till his mouth was affected, he 
was cured But its virtues do not reft with chro- 
nic diieafes. The mod acute difeafes in the world 
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are equally under the power of falivation. Dr. 
Rufh loll but one patient in the yellow fever who 
was falivated, and from the plague being cured 
by phlegmons I have no doubt the falivary dif- 
eafe would cure it. In lhort I might fay of fali- 
vation with truth what has been faliely faid 
of every quack medicine. But enough has been 
faid for my purpofe and to fhew its value. I ihall 
next attempt to fhew the principle upon which 
falivation cures dieafes, and from thence explain 
the facts above mentioned of one difeafe curing- 
others. It has been faid, blifters are the caufes 
of dileafes when applied to a healthy body, fo is 
mercury when taken into it ; in my firft propo- 
rtion health is made to confift in equal excite- 
ment ; blifters then give an inequality to it, by 
acumulating it in the bliftered parts. All pain 
connfts in difproportioned excitement ; as long 
therefore as pain continues, the excitement is 
acumulating from other parts and placed in that 
which is pained. It is no objection that the pulfe 
is fome times increafed by them, this is invaria- 
bly their firft effect., for the excitement is conducted 
into the arterial fyftem from the pained part, until 
it begins to be evacuated. 4- blifter to the neck 
in bilious fever cures the infupportable headach, 
fome times attendant on that difeafe, the excite- 
ment is determined from the head to the blifter 
and there evacuated. This effect is eminently the 
cafe in falivation. In this the excitement is de- 
termined to the mouth in fuch quantity that all 
other accumulations are diftroyed; befides the eva- 
cuation makes room for a fucceffion of excitement 
until no enequality exifts, but in the mouth ; and 
herein we fee the advantage it has over every 
other remedy, for no other accumulates the excite- 
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ment fo long. Blifters require repetition and even 
then they do not evacuate fo much. Let us now 
apply this to the explanation of the fads of one 
difeafe curing another, before enumerated. 

Madnefs has for its proximate caufe an accu- 
mulation of excitement in the brain ; the falivary 
difeafe throws it upon the mouth where it is then 
evacuated. It is no objection to the proximate 
caufe ; that fever fome times attends madnefs, 
it only mews the excitement to be accumulated 
in both fyftems, and were the whole to be accu- 
mulated in the arterial fyftem, the head would 
be relieved. In this way the quartan fever cured 
the apoplexy. Epilepfy accumulates the excitement 
in the nervous and mufcular fyftems ; falivation 
abftrads the accumulation and equalizes them. Sali- 
vation cures hydrocephalus, which is nothing more 
than an accumulation of excitement in the brain, 
it differs from other ftates of accumulation in this, 
that the excitement waftes itfelf by the evacua- 
tion of water, as in blifters. The falivary dif- 
eafe throws the excitement upon the mouth, and 
when there is no farther addition to the water, the 
lymphatics will be able to adjuft the brain. Quere 
do not diuretics all aft by abftraaing excitement 
from the dropfical part and not by ftimulating 
the abforbent fyftem ? Chronic rheumatifm de- 
pends upon excitement accumulated in the muf- 
cles ; the falivary difeafe places it upon the mouth. 
In fliort whatever difeafes are cured by the faliva- 
ry difeafe have for their proximate caufe accu- 
mulation of excitement in the fyftem where they are 
feated, and are cured by that excitement being 
placed in the mouth, and from thence wafted. 
But it is not neceffary that the excitement mould 
in every cafe be evacuated. Tis merely necef- 
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fary that it be accumulated in a part of lefs clanger 
where, being lefs infulated, it more eafily may be 
equalized ; this occured in the cutaneous difeafes 
which cured others ; Epilepfy melancholy and mad- 
nefs were cured by the itch, the accumulated ex- 
citement in thofe cafes was placed in the cutane- 
ous fyftem, where if it did not equalize it could re- 
main years, without detriment to the body — ail the 
cafes which have been enumerated of cutaneous 
difeafes curing others are refolvable into the fame 
explanation. Strangury cures difeafe by placing 
the excitement in the glandular fyftem, and it 
fhews, that to cure difeafe, we may accumulate ex- 
citement in parts of great importance. The pleuri- 
fy was cured by flrangury in Grofo ; although in 
doing it, the excitement was thrown upon the kid- 
neys, a part much fooner diforganized than the 
pleura or lungs. Now the caufe of the flrangury is 
the blifter, and as the effects of blifters in other 
parts, do not continue long, it appears that when 
flrangury cures difeafes by accumulating the ex- 
citement in the kidneys, it continues only a fhort 
time, but long enough to equalize the excitement, 
when it leaves the kidneys ; However if the di- 
bility mould hull continue in the part firfl affected, 
the excitement will again acumulate with greater 
danger. To this caufe, may be attributed relaples, 
which are frefh accumulations in the part, which 
had remained in a ftateof predifpofition. I might in 
this way have explained all the fa&s which have 
been mentioned, but as in the enumeration I om- 
mitted many which would have illuflrated the pro- 
portion, fo in the explanation, I am limited to a ve- 
ry few ; to confider them all would require many- 
additional pages, and I have already exceeded the 
ufual limits of a thefis. 
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S E C T I O N VI. 

3. THE APPLICATION TO PRACTICE. 

This is fo obvious as fcarcely to require -a 
comment. The fafts which have been quot- 
ed, prove to a demonftration, the influence one dif- 
eafe has in the cure of another. This then may be 
applied to pra&ice, that though patients would 
object to difeafe as a remedy in recent difeafes; they 
might be induced to fubmit in old chronic difeafes, 
where the exhauition of hope leaves the mind lefs 
faftidious in the choice of remedies. It will alfo 
prevent the curing of thofe difeafes which oc- 
cur in the body with others, and which left may 
be attended with the happieft confequences. Nor 
need I mention the difeafes in which this practice 
would be important; If it were only applied to the 
cure of thofe cafes which had gone the routine of 
medicine, we might probably leffen the burden of 
poor, difordered, fuffering humanity. 
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